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SENATE BI LL 5393

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kastanm, Shi n, Rockefel |l er, Schm dt, Kohl - Wl | es,
Pridenmore and Kline

Read first time 01/24/2005. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to veterans' relief; anending RCW 73.08.010,
73.08.070, 73.08.080, and 41.04.007; adding new sections to chapter
73.08 RCW creating a new section; repealing RCW73.08.030, 73.08.040,
73.08. 050, and 73.08.060; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the l|egislature that
each county establish veterans' assistance prograns funded by a
veterans' assistance fund to benefit indigent veterans and their
famlies. The legislature intends for each county to establish a
veterans' advisory board to allow the veterans' community to advise the
county legislative authority on appropriate and needed assistance
progranms for local indigent veterans and their famlies. It is the
policy of the state of Washington that bias shall not play a role in
the distribution of the veterans' assistance fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 73.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "Direct costs" includes those allowable costs that can be
readily assigned to the statutory objectives of this chapter,
consistent with the cost principles promulgated by the federal office
of managenent and budget in circular No. A-87, dated May 10, 2004.

(2) "Famly" means the spouse, w dow, w dower, and m nor children
of a living or deceased veteran.

(3) "Indigent"” nmeans a person who is defined as such by the county
| egislative authority using one or nore of the follow ng definitions:

(a) Receiving one of the followng types of public assistance:
Tenporary assistance for needy famlies, general assistance, poverty-
related veterans' Dbenefits, food stanps or food stanp benefits
transferred el ectronically, refugee resettl enment benefits, nedicaid, or
suppl enmental security incone;

(b) Receiving an annual incone, after taxes, of up to one hundred
fifty percent or less of the current federally established poverty
| evel, or receiving an annual incone not exceeding a higher qualifying
i ncone established by the county |egislative authority; or

(c) Unable to pay reasonable costs for shelter, food, utilities,
and transportation because his or her available funds are insufficient.

(4) "Indirect costs" includes those allowable costs that are
general ly associated with carrying out the statutory objectives of this
chapter, but the identification and tracking of those costs cannot be
readily assigned to a specific statutory objective wthout an
accounting effort that is disproportionate to the benefit received. A
county |l egislative authority may allocate all owable indirect costs to
its veterans' assistance fund if it is acconplished in a manner
consistent with the cost principles promulgated by the federal office
of managenent and budget in circular No. A-87, dated May 10, 2004.

(5) "Veteran" has the sanme neani ng as defined in RCW41. 04. 005 and
41. 04. 007.

(6) "Veterans' advisory board" neans a board established by a
county legislative authority as required by section 4 of this act.

(7) "Veterans' assistance fund" neans an account in the custody of
the county auditor, or the chief financial officer in a county
operating under a charter, that is funded by taxes |evied under the
authority of RCW 73. 08. 080.

(8) "Veterans' assistance program nmeans a program approved by the
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county | egislative authority under the authority of RCW 73.08.010, and
funded by the veterans' assistance fund.

Sec. 3. RCW 73. 08. 010 and 2002 ¢ 292 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) For the relief of indigent ((anrd—suffering)) veterans ((as
defined+nROW4104-007-and)), their famlies ((er)), and the famlies

of ((t+hese)) deceased indigent veterans, ((whoe—need-asststanrce+hr—any

eHy—town—or—preetnet—h—this—state)) the legislative authority of
((Phe)) each county ((Fﬂ—%h+eh—%he—e+%y——%eMﬂ—e+—p%ee+ﬂe%—+s—s+PHaPed

expenditure—of—satd—sumor—suns—of—mpney)) shall establish veterans'
assi stance prograns to address the needs of |ocal indigent veterans and
their famli es. The county leqgislative authority shall consult the

veterans' advisory board to determi ne the appropriate services needed
for local indigent veterans. Vet erans' assi stance prograns shall be
funded, at least in part, by the veterans' assistance fund created
under the authority of RCW 73. 08. 080.

(2) The county legislative authority may authorize other entities
to admi ni ster veterans' assistance prograns through grants, contracts,
or interlocal agreenents. If the county legislative authority
aut hori zes another entity to admnister a veterans' assistance program
the terns of the grant, contract, or interlocal agreenent nust specify:

(a) The details of the program

(b) The responsibilities of all parties;

(c) The duration of the program

(d) The costs and sources of funding;

(e) Any insurance or bond requirenents;

(f) The format and frequency of progress and final reports; and
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(g) Any other informati on deened necessary or appropriate by either
party.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 73.08 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislative authority for each county nust establish a
veterans' advisory board to advise the county |egislative authority on
t he needs of |ocal indigent veterans, the resources available to | ocal
i ndi gent veterans, and potential prograns that could serve the needs of
| ocal indigent veterans and their famlies. The county |egislative
authority nust solicit representatives from |local veterans' service
organi zations and the veterans' community at large to serve on the
veterans' advisory board. Service on the veterans' advisory board is
vol untary. The county legislative authority may provide for
rei mbursenment for expenses incurred.

Sec. 5. RCW73.08.070 and 2002 c 292 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

((H—shalt—bethedutyof)) The legislative authority ((+hr—each—-of
the—ecounttes—+nthisstatete)) for each county nust designate ((sene))
a proper authority ((ether—thanrthe onedesighratedbytawfor the care

of—pauvpers—and—the—ecustody—ol—ertmnals—who—shall—cause—to—be
Haterred)) to be responsible, at the expense of the county ((theboedy

veterans—who—shalH—hereafter—die)), for the burial or cremation of any

deceased indigent veteran or deceased famly nenber of an indigent
veteran who died w thout |eaving neans sufficient to defray funera
expenses( (: : '

HOAEVER—That—sueh—+nterent) ). Such a burial or crenmation shall ((ret

cost—mere—than)) neither exceed the Ilimt established by the county
| egi slative authority nor be less than three hundred doll ars. If the
deceased has relatives or friends who desire to conduct the burial or

cremation of such deceased person, then ((uper—reguest—eof——satd
cormmander—eor—+relef—commttee)) a sum not to exceed the limt
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established by the county legislative authority ((ner)) or be |l ess than
three hundred dollars shall be paid to ((satd)) the relatives or
friends by the county ((treasurer)) auditor, or by the chief financial
officer in a county operating under a charter, upon due proof of the
death ((and)), burial ((ef—anyperson—providedFfor—bythisseetionand
preoof—eof—expenses—ineur+red)) or crenmation, and expenses incurred.

Expenses incurred for the burial or cremation of a deceased i ndigent
veteran or the deceased famly nmenber of an indigent veteran shall be
paid fromthe veterans' assistance fund authorized by RCW 73. 08. 080.

Sec. 6. RCW73.08.080 and 1985 ¢ 181 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The | egislative ((authorities—eofthe severalcountiesi+nathis
state)) authority in each county shall levy, in addition to the taxes
now | evied by law, a tax in a sumequal to the amunt which woul d be
raised by not |ess than one and one-ei ghth cents per thousand doll ars
of assessed val ue, and not greater than twenty-seven cents per thousand
dollars of assessed value against the taxable property of their
respective counties, to be levied and collected as now prescribed by
law for the assessnment and collection of taxes, for the purpose of
creating ((the—veterans)) a veterans' assistance fund ((fer—the+elef

county—tegistativeauthority—PROADED—Fhat—++) ). Expenditures from
the veterans' assistance fund are linmted to the veterans' assistance
prograns authorized by RCW 73.08.010, the burial or crenmation of a
deceased indigent veteran or deceased famly nenber of an indigent
veteran as authorized by RCW 73.08.070, and the direct and indirect
costs incurred in the admnistration of the fund as authorized by
subsection (2) of this section.

2 If the funds on deposit((;—tess—outstanding—warrants—
restding)) in the ((wveteranr-s)) veterans' assistance fund, |ess
outstanding warrants, on the first Tuesday in Septenber exceed the
expected yield of one and one-eighth cents per thousand dollars of
assessed val ue agai nst the taxable property of the county, the county
| egislative authority may |evy a |esser anount ((:+—PROWDBEDFURTHER-
Fhat—the) ) . The direct and indirect costs incurred in the
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adm nistration of ((satd—veteran-s)) the veterans' assistance fund
shall be conputed by the county ((t+easurer)) auditor, or the chief
financial officer in a county operating under a charter, not |ess than
annual |y and such anount may then be transferred fromthe ((weteran-s))
veterans' assistance fund ((as—heretn—provided—+For)) to the county
current expense fund.

(3) The anobunt of a levy allocated to the purposes specified in
this section may be reduced in the sanme proportion as the regular
property tax levy of the county is reduced by chapter 84.55 RCW

Sec. 7. RCW41.04.007 and 2002 ¢ 292 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

"Veteran" includes every person, who at the tinme he or she seeks
the benefits of RCW 72.36.030, 41.04.010, 73.04.090, 73.04.110,
73.08.010, ((#3-08-060;)) 73.08.070, or 73.08.080 has received an
honor abl e di scharge or received a discharge for nedical reasons with an
honor abl e record, where applicable, and who has served in at |east one
of the follow ng capacities:

(1) As a nenber in any branch of the arned forces of the United
States, including the national guard and arned forces reserves, and has
fulfilled his or her initial mlitary service obligation;

(2) As a nenber of the wonen's air forces service pilots;

(3) As a nenber of the arned forces reserves, national guard, or
coast guard, and has been called into federal service by a presidentia
select reserve call up for at |east one hundred eighty cumul ative days;

(4) As a civil service crewrenber with service aboard a U. S. arny
transport service or U 'S. naval transportation service vessel in
oceangoi ng service from Decenber 7, 1941, through Decenber 31, 1946; or

(5 As a nenber of the Philippine armed forces/scouts during the
period of arnmed conflict from Decenber 7, 1941, through August 15,
1945.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The following acts or parts of acts are each
r epeal ed:

(1) RCW 73.08.030 (Procedure where no veterans' organization in
precinct) and 1983 ¢ 295 s 2, 1947 c 180 s 2, 1945 c 144 s 2, 1921 c 41
s 2, 1907 ¢ 64 s 2, & 1888 p 208 s 2;
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(2) RCW 73.08.040 (Notice of intention to furnish relief--Annua
statenment) and 1947 ¢ 180 s 3, 1945 c 144 s 3, 1921 c 41 s 3, 1907 c 64
s 3, & 1888 p 209 s 3;

(3) RCW 73.08. 050 (Performance bond may be required) and 1983 c 295
s 3, 1947 ¢ 180 s 4, 1945 c 144 s 4, 1921 c 41 s 4, 1907 c 64 s 4, &
1888 p 209 s 4; and

(4) RCW 73.08.060 (Restrictions on sending veterans or famlies to
al nshouses, etc.) and 2002 ¢ 292 s 8, 1983 c 295 s 4, 1947 c 180 s 5,
1945 ¢ 144 s 5, 1919 ¢ 83 s 5, 1907 ¢c 64 s 5, & 1888 p 209 s 5.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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